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Introduction
The name of the church I visited is Christ church cathedral (Indianapolis). I selected this church because of the unique elements it has such as the reliable masses and the nature of its music. Again, what makes the Christ Church Cathedral an appropriate subject for this assignment is the fact that it actively practices aspects of Christianity generally. I visited the church on 7th April 2018 at exactly 7.00 Am in the morning. In addition, this was the main service that served the purpose for the Christians in general. I was alone throughout the entire visit and a member of the committee organization provided me with vital information regarding the church. The committee organizer explained to me the order the services follow systematically.
Location and Affiliation
The church is located in Washington street-monument circle in the historic district and it is surrounded by a neighborhood that is peaceful and caring. Again, the church has an active address and website, cccindy.org. According to Robinson (1136), the congregation is 14 years old since the day that they arrived in Washington. Consequently, the church enjoys the best ties with the local community since both work together in improving the overall welfare of people in the society. Christ Church Cathedral belongs to the larger denomination of the Episcopal Church of the United States. It is associated with the Protestant Episcopal Parish in which it is associated in terms of membership and the nature of their worship.
Social Context
The ranges of socio-economic classes that are represented in this congregation are beyond average. This is evident from the classy clothes they wear and the general language that they speak. In addition, the church members look as professionals and majority of them have degrees in various faculties. Again, the age range is 31- 47 years old while the gender distribution of the people present is in the ration of five women to two men. The racial and ethnic distribution was characterized by two hundred women and one hundred and ten men present in the church.
Material Dimension
Christ Church Cathedral designates their sacred places by building special and holy sanctuaries that are well decorated. In addition, their buildings and grounds are mostly in form of a circle that governs their purposes of worship. The inner sacred places are the holiest compared to the outside sacred places because their main services are conducted there. In addition, the outside sacred places are used in the transition between sacred and secular since the activities require an open field to accommodate the many people (Barley 95). Prayers, worship and preaching are done in the inside sacred places while the transition between sacred and secular and charitable works are done in the outside sacred places. The bishop sits at the center of the church in the front part of the congregation. Furthermore, religious art objects and furnishings aid the Christians to internalize their teachings thus having deeper meanings. The room would accommodate five hundred people but three hundred and ten were present that day.
Social/ Institutional
The people of the Christ Church Cathedral organize themselves in such a way that the children sit in the front sits, while the men and women share the four rows that are in the church. The Bishop has the overall authority in the church and he is chosen after critical observation based on the character. The money of the church is controlled by the organizing committee while the property is owned by the church. Again, Christ church cathedral is affiliated with other churches or institutions since majority hold their main services on Sunday. In addition, this congregation is a part of a larger denomination of congregations since they operate using the goals of improving humankind welfare in all aspects of life. The Christ Church Cathedral is structured using the style of English Gothic revival. Moreover, the church has total authority over the congregation and the clergy because it controls their monitors their behaviors. The organization of this congregation of this church is different that of other churches since sitting positions are organized using a systematic way. Again, the church has a clergy that includes altar boys, preachers, deans and bishops. 
According to Brierly (43), some of the jobs which they hire the clergy for include; preaching and organizing charitable activities. The clergy is chosen by personality and experience and they are later taught from theological institutions in order to gain knowledge. Consequently, the clergy is ordained by the bishops who review their character before ordaining them. The bishops and the committee that governs liturgical procedures hire and fire the clergy. Basically, they have total control over the laity since they are the ones who hire them. In addition, the Bishops and the committee hires assistants who help the clergy undertake their daily operations. Some of the important jobs that the church filled with volunteers are charitable activities and visiting the needy. Besides a weekly worship service, other gatherings and activities such as morning prayers, Holy Eucharist and evening prayers demand cooperation from the members.
Ritual/ Practical
The order in which the service folded was started by morning prayers, and then there was worship using hymn books. This was followed by preaching of the sermon, collection of gatherings followed and lastly ending prayers. The service was ordered in a systematic way from the start to the end. In addition, the service lasted for three hours where morning prayers lasted for twenty minutes, worship lasted for twenty minutes too, and preaching took one hour and twenty minutes. Collection of gatherings lasted for thirty minutes and lastly ending prayers took the rest thirty minutes. The service was not dedicated to a specific group but it was tied to an annual liturgical plan. Sacraments and ordinances that were performed in the worship service are a confession. Again, the congregation prayed for all the needs of the members of the service and the nation in general. Prayers were conducted by three chosen members who also assisted in the collection of gatherings. 
Personally, I heard the priest telling them to remember that was their work. Soft music was played and it was organized by a lively choir. Consequently, there were musical instruments like the pipe organs that made the service moving. Hymns took ten minutes, pianos took fifteen minutes are some of the prominent features that defined the service. What reflected a specifically religious organization of time is the nature of the readings that challenged members to change their ways. The liturgical calendar had bullets and printed matter in all the Sundays. New Testament readings were clearly highlighted in the calendar. Some of the parts of the bible that were read are the books of Luke, Esther and Mathew. In addition, other than English language, Spanish was also used in the sermon. The overall theme of the service was love and care to one another and it takes one hour twenty minutes. It seemed carefully prepared in advance and read to the audience. Some of the rules that govern the church are the demand to abstain from sins in order to be appropriate in performing activities and rituals. In general, there is a dress code that includes blue jeans, business suits, sneakers, heels, corduroys and cargo shorts. Members address each other using formal ways that they would not use in another setting.
Experiential/ Emotional
Members of the church displayed emotions such as happiness during worship and sorrowful in the times of confession. People held their hands together above their chests and moved their bodies from right to left while worshipping. Again, people expressed themselves verbally during the worship. People discussed their own experiences with the divine with their colleagues after the service thus explain and attaching value to these experiences since they ensure through facilitating a deep understanding of the readings.
Narrative/ Mythic
One fascinating religious story that was told in the service is that of the prodigal son to show people the need of showing love to one another. The story was connected to the ideas of incarnation and resurrection since in order to have a place in the kingdom of God, one has to resurrect in the love of God. In addition, there were no stories told about the members, general ones were used instead. This story is linked to the central narratives of Christianity because it has evident aspects of values and virtues that govern Christianity in a general perspective. Again, there were clear drawings that described the doctrinal practices that the Christ church cathedral is based on (Kinman 60). The church has active classes in which the essential narratives of Christianity are discussed and conveyed in which members are taught the virtues that they should embrace in their lives.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Legal/ Ethical
Some of the rules and guidelines that this congregation have regarding the way people treat each other are the love of children and engaging in all manners of charitable activities. These rules were initiated by the founders of the church. Much that they are presented in the ethics book; they are mainly in the heart of members such that they embrace in their lives. Some of the major ethical principles I saw and heard are respect, kindness, courtesy and discipline. Nevertheless, the church takes positions on major social and political issues by being neutral as it gives its solutions.
Doctrinal/ Philosophical
Some of the doctrines and beliefs that members of the Christ church cathedral emphasize are; accommodating the Holy Eucharist, Holy Spirit and resurrection (Barley 102). Belief in the Holy Spirit is distinct to this church. Again, they also have creeds and statements like the apostle creed and use words like “halleluiah” and “amen” in their services. Their doctrines are discussed and conveyed in their prayer books that are shared to all the members during the services.
Storyline
The most fundamental need of the Christ church cathedral is to seek the kingdom of God and eternal life. According to Kinman (64), the strengths of the church include the strong beliefs that they have towards their doctrinal practices. However, their vulnerabilities include; the influence of material and worldly things that come in their way. In addition, the Christ church cathedral aims to achieve a strong aspect of stewardship in the community. Their main purpose is to improve the community through holding events that improve people’s welfare such as charitable works.  They must overcome influence from other denominations that limit the achievement of their goals. Again, lack of funds makes their purpose difficult. They plan on holding fundraising events in order to have funds hence portraying good virtues to act as role models in the community. Again, they hope to get moral and financial help from other people globally as they hope that they will be able to achieve their goals.
Distinctive Features and Comparisons
The Christ Church Cathedral expresses the key ideas and values of Christianity through virtues and good acts to people with the hope of resurrecting after death. This enabled the understanding of salvation as the ultimate promise of living according to Gods expectations. Some of the practices that were particular to this tradition were ways the members showed respect and discipline during liturgical procedures. Hence, the worship of this church compares with what I learned about the other churches that we visited since all of them have certain systematic ways that they organize their services.
Subjective Reactions
The most surprising thing about the Christ Church Cathedral is their nature of singing. The church has a lively choir that has the perfect instruments I have seen. This surprised me since I had not experienced it in the other churches we visited. Some of the emotions I experienced during my visit in the church is self-reflection on the things that I do. What provoked this emotion is seeing how the members behaved in the service. I liked the alter most because of the flowers and paintings that it was decorated with. In addition, I liked the outside view of the church because it was covered with dry glass all over.
Conclusion
This project affected my understanding of Christianity and the society since it enabled me to embrace some of the values and virtues such as respect, courtesy and discipline. Again, I understood the need of having smooth relationships and ties with the people who are around me. Through the project, I understood that different denominations have various practices that govern their doctrinal life. Lastly, I felt the need to embrace each and every type of church in the society since its members have concrete reasons of following their teachings.
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